
Headington Quarry/Risinghurst/Sandhills/ 
Bayswater Brook/Barton Park 

Circular walk starting and ending at Bury Knowle Park: 4.8 miles (7.7 km) 

1. Bury Knowle Park to Risinghurst 

Leave Bury Knowle Park via the main gate, turn left on to the London Road, and cross that 
road at the first pelican crossing (opposite St Andrew’s School). Turn left and then take the 
first turning on the right down Wharton Road. 

Take the second turning on the left into St Leonard’s Road. 

Take the first turning on the right into Holley Crescent, and when it curves right, turn left on 
to Vallis Alley, the footpath that starts between Nos. 22 and 20 Holley Crescent. (This is a 
remnant of the old funeral path that the people of Quarry used to take to get to St Andrew’s 
Church before their own parish church opened in 1849.) If the alley is crowded, it is possible 
to go into Margaret Road recreation ground on the right and get back out on to the path 
again just before the pavilion.  

Continue on Vallis Alley all the way to the end, then cross Quarry High Street and enter the 
footpath that is opposite (Chapel Alley). The former Quarry Methodist Chapel of 1860 is on 
your left.  

At the end of Chapel Alley turn left into Quarry Hollow, then take the first right into Quarry 
School Place.  

Turn left into Masons Alley, which is to the right of the Mason’s Arms pub.  

At the end of Masons Alley, turn left into Trinity Road. Continue straight on to the end, 
where there is a very short path across grass leading to the pelican crossing you must use to 
cross the Eastern Bypass. 

 

2. Risinghurst to Sandhills 

After crossing the bypass, continue along Kiln Lane. After passing Lewis Close on your right,1 
turn left behind the bus stop into Grovelands Road. 

At end of Grovelands Road, enter Risinghurst Playing Field and turn left on to the path and 
follow it round the field to the far lower corner. Then turn left on to a footpath that leads 
down to the A40, with Thornhill Park (the former Nielsen’s building, now flats) on your left 
and the Thornhill Park & Ride on your right. 

Cross the A40 via the subway and walk straight on via a short piece of path to Merewood 
Avenue. 

  

 
1 Diversion possible here to visit the C. S. Lewis Nature Reserve just past Lewis’s house (The Kilns). 

http://www.headington.org.uk/history/listed_buildings/buryknowle.htm
http://www.headington.org.uk/history/schools/standrews.htm
http://www.headington.org.uk/history/misc/funeral_path.htm
http://www.headington.org.uk/history/buildings/quarry_methodist_chapel.htm
http://www.headington.org.uk/history/pubs/masons_arms.htm
https://thornhillparkoxford.co.uk/
https://www.bbowt.org.uk/nature-reserves/cs-lewis-nature-reserve
http://www.headington.org.uk/history/buildings/kilns.htm


3. Sandhills to Barton Park 

After reaching Merewood Avenue, almost immediately take the first road on the right 
(Delbush Avenue). Follow this road to the very bottom where Bayswater Farm Field (for a 
while, anyway…) will be in front of you, and then turn left on to the bridleway that leads to 
Barton. 

At the end of the bridleway, cross Watermill Way and continue along the footpath opposite 
until it meets Waynflete Road. Turn right into Waynflete Road and follow it as it curves 
down to the end where it meets the Bayswater Road near the Bayswater Bridge. 

Cross the Bayswater Road and take the gravelled footpath immediately in front of you which 
runs along the left side of the Bayswater Brook. Eventually this meets a short stretch of road 
(the part of Barton Village Road that runs alongside the Bayswater Brook).2 Take this road 
until it turns left uphill. 

Do NOT take the road ahead signposted “Lower Farm”, but enter Barton Park on the gravel 
footpath. 

Follow this footpath through the whole Barton Park estate, past the swales (also known as 
lakes). Finally swing left with it, and you will reach Barton Park Road. 

Turn right on to Barton Park Road and take it up to the Northern Bypass. 

 

4. Barton Park back to Bury Knowle Park 

Cross the Northern Bypass at the pedestrian crossing, and continue along a short stretch of 
road and then turn left into Foxwell Drive (no road sign). 

Follow the curves of Foxwell Drive, and soon after passing the “Tiny Forest” on your left, 
enter Dunstan Park. (If Dunstan Park is very muddy, it is possible to continue by road at this 
point.) 

Cross the little bridge in the park and make your way to the upper gate in the top right-hand 
corner, which will bring you out on to Dunstan Road.  

Follow Dunstan Road to the end, and continue leftwards into St Andrew’s Road. 

Take St Andrew’s Road through the centre of Old Headington, passing on your left 
St Andrew’s Church (parts of which date from the twelfth century), and on your right the 
eighteenth-century White Hart pub.  

When you reach the Black Boy pub (rebuilt in 1937), turn right into Old High Street.  

About half way along this street, turn left into North Place, and then right through large 
gates into the small Bury Knowle car park. The footpath ahead will take you back to your 
starting-point.

 
2 At this point it is possible to take a short detour to the right over a small bridge on to the bridleway through 
Wick Farm Park that leads to the eighteenth-century Wick Farm and its seventeenth-century Grade II* listed 
well house.  

https://www.oxford.gov.uk/news/article/1698/boosting_biodiversity_with_tiny_forests_in_oxford_-_national_conservation_initiative_comes_to_life_in_oxford
http://www.headington.org.uk/history/listed_buildings/standrewsch.htm
http://www.headington.org.uk/history/listed_buildings/whitehart.htm
http://www.headington.org.uk/history/listed_buildings/wick_farm.htm
http://www.headington.org.uk/history/listed_buildings/wick_farm.htm


 


