
Circular walk from Bury Knowle Park to THE RIDINGS, 
then a footpath up to SHOTOVER PLAIN  

that continues down the other side to RISINGHURST playing field,  
and back via the streets and lanes of HEADINGTON QUARRY 

(4 miles/6.4 km) 

Not suitable after exceptionally rainy periods, as the walk down from Shotover 
gets extremely muddy then 

 

(1) Bury Knowle Park in central Headington to the Ridings 

Leave Bury Knowle Park via the main gate and cross the London Road at the zebra crossing 
slightly to your left. 
 
After crossing, turn right on to the London Road for a short distance, then take the first left 
into Holyoake Road. On the right (No. 14) you will see Hillsboro, once the home of C. S. 
Lewis and Mrs Moore.  
 
At the end of Holyoake Road turn right into St Leonard’s Road, and continue to the end and 
then turn left into Windmill Road.  
 
Continue southwards down Windmill Road, noting Matthew Wigglesworth House on higher 
ground on the left where the pavement goes up a few steps (opposite the Nuffield 
Orthopaedic Centre): this was the site of the eponymous windmill until the late 1870s.  
 
When you are almost at the end of Windmill Road, turn left into the road called Rock Edge 
and immediately take the diagonal footpath through the grass to Old Road, which was the 
old turnpike road to London via Wheatley until the late eighteenth century. Below ground 
level here is the former Windmill or Crossroads stone pit which is now a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest and worth a visit.  
 
Turn left (eastwards on) Old Road, noting the former Crown & Thistle Inn on your right. 
 
Just after crossing the bridge over the Eastern Bypass, note the dismounting stone up on the 
grass to your left, erected in c.1630 by Dr Bracegirdle (a physician of Oxford after whom 
Bracegirdle Road in Wood Farm is named). Passengers in coaches would dismount here and 
walk up the hill.  
 
Then take the first turning on the right into The Ridings.  
 
  

http://www.headington.org.uk/history/listed_buildings/buryknowle.htm
http://www.headington.org.uk/history/famous_people/lewis.htm#hillsboro
http://www.headington.org.uk/history/streets/windmill_road/06_windmill.html
http://www.headington.org.uk/history/misc/roads_to_london.htm
http://www.headington.org.uk/history/quarries/rock_edge.html
http://www.headington.org.uk/history/pubs/crown_thistle.htm


(2) Footpath from The Ridings up to Shotover 
(map showing the position of this footpath) 

Continue along The Ridings: soon on the right you will pass Brasenose Reservoir. (More 
information of the four reservoirs in the Headington area here.)  

Continue along The Ridings (avoiding footpaths to your left) until you get to the end of the 
road. At this point you will see a private road ahead of you (signposted as leading to Ridings 
End, The Willow House, and Watch Hill) and a wide entrance to Brasenose Woods on the 
right. On the left is a path marked with a blue arrow that you must take up to Shotover. 

Continue up this steep path, and when it divides, turn right and then left to continue upwards 
(blue arrow). 

Keep ascending (ignoring the red triangle pointing to the left) until you reach a flatter area 
quite near the top. Here you swing diagonally towards the right at the post with a yellow spot, 
then almost immediately to the left, and you will reach a stone bench dedicated to Joseph 
Burtt Davy (1870–1940), a botanist and agrostologist who lived in The Ridings  

Just to the left of the bench is a short path that will take you on to Shotover Plain. Take the 
path almost opposite (to the right of a large bush) to get to the main wider path, and almost 
exactly ahead of you is a footpath marked with a signpost. 

 

 (3) Footpath from Shotover down to Risinghurst and on to Kiln Lane 
(map showing this part of the footpath) 

Take this footpath, going through/around the kissing gate on to a flat path. This starts to go 
down a steep hill with Monk’s Wood on your left, and good views on your right.  

The path turns left at the bottom of the hill and then right. When it comes to an end, turn left 
through a kissing gate and over a wooden bridge into Risinghurst playing field: it can be 
extremely muddy at this point during wet periods. 

There are now two possible routes to Kiln Lane 

Route 1  

• After crossing the wooden bridge into Risinghurst Playing Field, walk diagonally to 
the far left-hand corner of that field to reach its main gates.  

• Exit from Risinghurst Playing Field via the narrow gate beside the main gate, and you 
are on the Risinghurst estate.  

• Continue straight ahead along Grovelands Road (no road sign this end) and follow it 
to the very end. 

• Turn right into Kiln Lane. 

https://www.openstreetmap.org/#map=16/51.7483/-1.1860
http://www.headington.org.uk/history/streets/headington_hill/reservoir.htm
http://www.headington.org.uk/history/streets/quarry/ridings.html#davy
http://www.headington.org.uk/history/streets/quarry/ridings.html#davy
https://www.openstreetmap.org/#map=16/51.7554/-1.1834
http://www.headington.org.uk/history/streets/estates/risinghurst_estate.html


Route 2 

• After crossing the wooden bridge into Risinghurst Playing Field, immediately turn 
sharp left along a narrow earth path through the grass. 

• Enter a wooded area, and continue to follow the path 
• After crossing a small ditched bridged by a wooden pallet, follow the path uphill and 

swing around with it to the right 
• When it divides, take the left-hand fork into Olive Jacks’ Field  
• Walk on the grass to the right of the fenced playground on to a concrete path which 

leads out of the field into Kiln Lane 
• Turn right into Kiln Lane. 

(4) From Kiln Lane back to Bury Knowle Park via Quarry 

Continue to the end of Kiln Lane. A very short path beside Unicol will take you to the 
Eastern bypass, which you cross via three toucan crossings. Then continue down Trinity 
Road, which is straight ahead of you. 

After passing The Stables on your right and then  a large house, turn right (just in front of a 
bench) into Masons Alley. This runs down past the Mason’s Arms pub and emerges into 
Quarry School Place, with with Headington Quarry Nursery School (formerly 
Headington Quarry National School) on your left. At the end of Quarry School Place, turn 
left into Quarry Hollow. 

Continue along Quarry Hollow and turn right into Coppock’s Alley: you need to watch out 
for it, as it is slightly concealed from this direction. (It is just before a red-brick detached 
house and the start of the upward slope.) 

At the end of Coppock’s Alley, cross Quarry High Street and take Cox’s Alley immediately 
opposite.  

Cox’s Alley leads into Gladstone Road: continue straight on to the top, and turn left into 
London Road. 

Cross the London Road at the pelican crossing and continue in the same direction. 

After passing the Hedena surgery, turn right immediately into the narrow entrance into Bury 
Knowle Park 

Turn left and continue along the footpath inside the front wall of the park back to the starting 
point near the main gate.  

http://www.headington.org.uk/history/streets/estates/risinghurst_estate.html#jacks
http://www.headington.org.uk/history/pubs/masons_arms.htm
http://www.headington.org.uk/history/listed_buildings/quarryschool.htm

