
Circular Walk from Osney to North Hinksey 
Under a mile in each direction, with a chance to visit Oxford’s other Waitrose 

(1) From Osney to The Fishes, North Hinksey 
via Willow Walk 

From Headington, take the Park & Ride 400 or 
U1 Brookes Bus and get off at Osney Island 
(outside St Frideswide Church). 

Walk back a short distance and turn right over 
the bridge spanning the Osney Stream and then 
almost immediately right again into West Street, 
which curves around alongside the stream.  

Take the first right into Swan Street, and at the 
end follow the footpath ahead that goes 
immediately over the Osney Stream and then 
winds first left and then right around West 
Oxford Community Primary School. The path ends 
at Ferry Hinksey Road. 

Turn left into Ferry Hinksey Road, and continue 
until you reach the zebra crossing (just before the 
turning on the left into Osney Mead). Cross Ferry 
Hinksey Road here, and immediately ahead of 
you is Willow Walk (signposted “North Hinksey”). 
Take this footpath, which crosses the Bulstake 
Stream on a bridge with green railings. After a 
long straight stretch you will then cross the 
Seacourt Stream over a hump-back bridge with 
stone sides that takes you from the City of Oxford 
to the territory of the Vale of the White Horse. 
Almost immediately afterwards you will emerge 
on North Hinksey Lane. 

Cross North Hinksey Lane on the zebra crossing 
and take the short footpath immediately ahead, 
and after passing a brick garage turn left on to a 
grass path. This will take you into the churchyard 
of St Lawrence’s Church.  

Leave the churchyard at the left-hand corner, and 
take the road straight ahead signposted North 
Hinksey Village. Soon you will see The Fishes pub 
& restaurant on your left. (If you plan to eat 
there, booking is advisable.) 

(2) From The Fishes back to Osney 
via the North Hinksey Causeway 

Go through the small gate to the left of The 
Fishes on to the North Hinksey Causeway, which 
runs down the side of the pub garden and then 
crosses a bridge over the Hinksey Stream. 

Take this causeway down to an area labelled the 
Dip of Happiness, and continue straight on for 
some distance, crossing the small wooden bridge 
labelled Danger Bridge. When the causeway 
bends sharply to the left you will see a bridge on 
your right going over the Bulstake Stream: avoid 
this bridge, which leads to another footpath that 
goes up to the bottom of Ferry Hinksey Road.) 
Continue on the causeway, keeping the Bulstake 
Stream on your right.  

When you reach the point where Willow Walk 
crosses your path (with the  green metal bridge 
that you passed over earlier on your right), take 
the winding footpath ahead that goes slightly 
right and then left through King George’s Field. 
Keep curving right with the main path, until you 
see ahead of you a bridge going to the right. Use 
this bridge to cross the Bulstake Stream, and 
continue on the same path  up to Riverside Road. 
This road joins the Botley Road exactly opposite 
Waitrose. 

 

Important note re bus back to Headington 

The only direct bus from the Botley Road 
Waitrose to Headington is the combined 
Park&Ride400/U1 service. This no longer stops 
outside Waitrose as the U1 did, so you have to 
walk on to the next stop, Osney Island, where the 
walk began.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Lawrence%27s_Church,_North_Hinksey

