
Circular walk from Barton Park through fields to Elsfield 
Church and back via College Pond (3.41 miles / 5.48 km) 

College Pond is extremely muddy both in winter and  
after periods of heavy rain, and should be avoided at these times 

1. Barton Park to Elsfield Church (1.37 miles / 5.95 km) 
Start at the bottom (north) end of Stevenson Crescent at the point where it 
makes a sharp bend to the east. Continue northwards down the grassy 
slope just to the right of a pair of electricity poles. 

The path swings left, and then turns right across the bridge over the 
Bayswater Brook. You are now outside the City of Oxford. 

Turn left on to the footpath, and at the west end turn right on to the 
footpath up the hill. This huge field owned by Christ Church is called 
Stretch Field, and is part of the proposed development of the land north of 
Bayswater Brook. 

When you reach the hedge marking the end of Stretch Field, continue up 
in the same direction. When you reach the next boundary hedge, ignore the 
path on the left which is private, and continue uphill to the end of the steep 
part of the hill.  

Then swing round to the left with the footpath, and after a short distance 
the footpath turns sharp right.  

Continue straight on, eventually swinging sharp left with the path. When 
you reach the top of the slight slope, watch out for views of the dreaming 
spires of Oxford on your left. 

When you are about 70 metres from a group of buildings, you will see a 
sign ahead saying PRIVATE / NO PUBLIC / RIGHT OF WAY. At this point take 
the diagonal grass path up the hill to the right. When you see a sign ahead 
(currently black, as the sign saying that there is no public right of way has 
been ripped off), look for the wooden gate on your left with a footpath 
sign. Go through the gate and follow the grass path straight across to a 
second wooden gate. This takes you to a footpath that runs down the north 
side of Elsfield Church to the minor road that passes through Elsfield. 

The Church of St Thomas of Canterbury at Elsfield, parts of which date 
from the twelfth century, is likely to be open. The unusual flat circular 
grave of the author John Buchan can be seen in the churchyard. 

http://www.headington.org.uk/history/misc/bayswater_brook.html
https://www.elsfield.net/church/church-history/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Buchan


2. Elsfield Church to College Pond (1.44 miles / 2.32 km) 
Turn right (north) on the road through Elsfield, watching out on your left 
for Elsfield Manor with its plaque to John Buchan. Just after passing this 
former manor house, take the footpath on the right (marked with a green 
signpost) that passes through the driveway of a house. Take the stile up in 
the corner, usually concealed by parked cars. 

Follow the grass path up to the fence and climb over a second stile. Cross 
the private road, and immediately on the other side cross a third stile.  
After passing through a field, you have to cross a fourth stile. 

Continue straight on up the grass path that has a fence each side, and after 
a very small piece of sandy track follow the yellow pointer to the left and 
take the wide grass path with the hedge to your right, and a field which 
usually has horses on your left. (There are some good views behind you at 
this point.) This turns into a narrower earth path, and when you reach the 
end of it, there is an exit hiding in the corner. Continue forwards on to the 
small curve of raised earth and down on to a minor road.  

After fewer than twenty paces on this tarmac road you will see a green 
pointer on the right marked “Headington 2”. Take this winding footpath 
through the small Ridings Wood, and continue on a long stretch of 
footpath through fields. Swing right with it, and then take it all the way 
down the hill following the electricity wires until you reach the stile that 
will take you into College Pond (part of the Sydlings Copse SSSI that is 
owned by Christ Church and leased to BBOWT, and isn’t actually a pond). 

3. College Pond back to Barton Park (0.6 miles / 0.96 km) 
Take the footpath after the stile down a steep slope to a boggy area and 
cross carefully on the branches that have been laid there. The path then 
swings left over a wooden bridge and up over another boggy area. When 
you emerge at the top, cross the stile and turn right.  

You are now back at Stretch Field, this time at the extreme NE end. The 
Headington Roman villa was discovered near this point. 

Go south, following the path under electricity wires to the very bottom. 
Then swing around at the end to the right, and turn left just before a pair of 
electricity poles and cross the Bayswater Brook by the same bridge you 
took on the way, which will bring you back to Stevenson Crescent.   

https://www.headington.org.uk/history/misc/roman.htm#wickfarm

