
We fir* f*rtunate in Hsadingtcn to
hav* tw* inrpcrt*nt w*ter c*urs*$, the
#clrndary Br**k and the Lye ffir**k. Thrre
is a footpath al*ng th* "Ly* 

Vall*y that
l**ds *ff Th* Sl*ds, ah*ut 7* y*rds b*y*nd
thc Girdlerton* ffi*ad juneti*n, mr"ld if y*u
f*llow the pmth b*side th* str*arft ysu will
fimd it hard t* ir"r":agin* that ysrr fir* *ctually
srrrrounded hy huitrt-up *xf*rd" Th* tw*
hr*nk* j*in furthcr nl*ng this peth.

The *-ye r**k wns #nfltr th* centrm *f a
la*"ge b*BSy sr*& kn*wn hy u*risus nfirrles
ir"lcluding 'Hrgtr*y ffi*S' and -,sullingd*n

ffi*S'. lt ls a very rsre envirsnn'le*t; * w*t
arfi*, f*d bv lim*-rich sprlngs al*mg th*
valley walls, rffifrklng it t*chnically *
'calcaresus fen'. lt ls h*nt* tu rfisny urlu*
sual plants th*t frr* *dapt*d t# this *nvi*
r*ftn"lfint, Including tt"re,n'larsh h*ll*bnrine,
&n srchid whlch fl*urishes here, snd Srsss*f Pmrr:asstJs, & v*ry r&r8 uperi*s in this
part rf th* UK. lt i$ xlsc ahundant in wild-
lifet unusufi* ins*rts in*luding the br*wn
h*irstreak hutterfly snd gl*w-wfirrfis, blrds
such #s th* re*d w*r'blcr, r*pfiles {grxss
snakesn rhw-wsrryl$ and lixmrds) and *f
e#urse fox*s, h*d#*rs and oec*si*n*l d**r.
The imBurt#ri{tr af t}"*i'a mrea has l*d tu th*
d*sigr:*ti*n *f tw* Sit** *f Sp**ial Sci*n-

rific int*r*st, th* N*rth a nd South F*r"?s,
which sre prst*f;t*d by l*gis{ati*n.

I*r *entuni*s this wss {*nnr"?1sn l*nd
used for graxing *nimnls, whietr kept Sr#$s
and r**ds sh*rt, *Il*wing the fI*w*is t*
flaurish. *ut svfir the l*st century, th*
valley has char"lg*d: Iarg* *st*t*s h*v*
growil up ar*und it, trc*s hav* c*lonir*d
it, and ihe v*g*tafi*n has cheng*d. N*w
th*r* is a maj*r thr**t t* its c*nfinued
*xister:c* b**ause *f hydrnl*glcal {water}i$su*s. The fen is wetted bV natur*l
sprifiSs, but the catchm*nt #rea for these
sprifrSs, snc* sp*n {#{J ntry, i r"}*kv vtrry
much built up - *nd thr*at*n*d by further
dsvel*prr:*nt. {n ad#ition, wst*r rurr-*ff
fr*nn th* surrsunding area, instead *f p*r-
e**xting gent*y intc th* grnu Rd, Is now
fi*ptur*d in trarg* #rains and f*d lnt* the
hr**k. \#h*n th*re is hravy r#in, th*
hr**k b*e'*m*s & r*ging torrent, xnd th*
be* and the w*lls *re b*ing *r* ed. W*
,have put s*rnr videcs cf th* hr**k during
l*tquy lxin cn YcuTuhc {s*areh f*r Ly* Vmt- i

|eyi. This increased fl*w is tt'lr*at**i*g th* i

f*nla*d. As thc br**k sinks l*wer h*tw*sn
its hxRks, water dr*lns *ff th* fen, l**ding
ta a gradual drying *ut *f the f*ns,

The {lty f,*uncil cut th* l*ng v*gctatj*rr
snflr & y*er *r:d volunt€*r$ rakry the cut
rn*terial *ff th* *n" &S*rr v*lur"lt**rs artr
alw*ys welc*r"l]*. ut we sh*uld all h* cfir"r-
c*rned *t th* stste *f' this pr*ci*us Sr**n
sparx in l-***dingt,*r"r, *nd du ntl w# {afi t#
pr"*t*ct it-
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