
Headington Neighbourhood 
Area 18 (Girdlestone Road area) 

This area comprises Girdlestone Road and the eight small cul-de-sacs that run off it, 
namely Coolidge Close, Dynham Place, Everard Close, Flexney Place, Girdlestone 
Close, Goslyn Close, Massey Close, and Shelford Place. It also includes Warren 
Crescent, which is a loop off the southern portion of Girdlestone Road, and Heath 
Close which in turn runs off that crescent. It also includes a small part of the Slade, 
and the Town Furze allotments. 

The eastern part of this area was not allocated under the Headington Enclosure Award of 
1805, but the western part corresponds to Plots 7 and 8, which were both described as ‘situate 
in Town Furze’ and were allocated to two lessees of Magdalen College. Plot 7, measuring 
15 acres 1 rood and 17 perches went to Theophilus Wharton, and Plot 8, measuring 3 acres 
2 roods and 17 perches, to George Fortnam. The Enclosure Award gives some useful 
background information about Plot 8: it says it was ‘purchased by the said George Fortnam of 
and from Thomas Dry who purchased the Lands and right of Common in lieu of which the 
last mentioned Allotments are made of and from John Owen’. 

Under the 1805 Enclosure Award “The Poor” lost their right to gather furze here, and to 
compensate them for this and other losses, five acres in Peat Moor were put aside where they 
could gather peat for burning instead. 

This area also includes the north-west section of the Slade (odd numbers 191–205, from the 
lane leading to the Lye Valley to Old Road). This route between Cowley and Headington (it 
is significant that the numbering starts at the Cowley end) was the site of gipsy encampments. 
It was developed with large detached houses in the 1920s, long before Girdlestone Road 
existed. John Henry Brookes (after whom Oxford Brookes University is named) lived at 
No. 195, the fine garden of which is mentioned in his entry in the Oxford Dictionary of 
National Biography. The house now sports one of Headington’s blue plaques. 

The road that is now Girdlestone Road was originally a country lane running along the 
eastern side of The Grey Cottage (now numbered 62 Old Road) down to allotments. This 
house was new in 1923 when Dalziel Hammick moved there, and his daughter wrote thus 
about the lane: 

At this time there was a country lane (just known as ‘The Lane’) with hedges on either 
side where Girdlestone Road is now. My father paid a small rent for this lane, which 
could be closed off by a wooden farm gate: this gave him the right to keep out 
‘undesirables’ and stop little boys from bird-nesting there! The Lane led down to a large 
allotment which covered all the land as far as Lye Valley. 

http://www.oxfordshireblueplaques.org.uk/plaques/brookes.html


The lane and the allotments are still shown intact on the Headington Ordnance Survey map of 
1939. 

The Grey Cottage, 62 Old Road, is the house in the foreground with the pointed roof.  
It still survives, but the lane to the east is now Girdlestone Road, and the two  

adjoining houses on the other side of the lane have been demolished. 

In about 1955 this country lane was laid out as Girdlestone Road (named after the famous 
orthopaedic surgeon Gathorne Girdlestone who used to live next-door-but-one to the late on 
the eastern side). After running southwards from Old Road, this new road then turned east to 
join the Slade. By 1958 there were 58 houses there, and the shops came soon afterwards: by 
1960 there was a newsagent at No. 1, a hairdresser at No 5, and a grocer’s shop at No. 7. This 
new estate came under the parish of Holy Trinity in Headington Quarry. 

Dynham Place, Everard Close, Flexney Place, Goslyn Close, Heath Close, and Warren 
Crescent were laid out by 1956, and Massey Close by 1958. Further streets were added in the 
1960s: Shelford Place (1965) and Coolidge Close (1967). Girdlestone Close was laid out but 
not initially built up until after 1971, when planning application 71/23712/AB_H was 
approved for the demolition of 64 Old Road and the erection of 19 flats and two bungalows 
on the site of Girdlestone Close. 

The Town Furze allotments off Girdlestone Road and the Slade, which slope in the original 
shape of the valley of the Lye Brook before it was eroded, are the last survival of the former 
use of this land. 

http://public.oxford.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=7123712AA_H

