
Headington Neighbourhood 
Area 13 (London Road east) 

This area divides into two parts: 

• The north-east side of the London Road between Barton Road and the Green Road 
roundabout, including Lyndworth Mews which runs parallel to the road 

• The south-east side of the London Road from east of Ramsay Road to the Green Road 
roundabout and then around the corner to include the roads adjacent to the eastern 
bypass, namely Green Road west and Toot Hill Butts. It comprises all that part of 
Headington Quarry which does not fall within the conservation area, and also includes 
Coleman’s Hill, William Kimber Crescent, John Snow Place, Trafford Road, Tilehouse 
Close, the north end of Gladstone and Pitts Roads, and part of Spooner Close. 

The London Road did not exist (except in the form of a field path) before the end of the 
eighteenth century. 

 

Jeffries’ map of 1769, showing the field path  
that was to become the London Road  

 
There were however from the earliest times an important road and footpath in this area 
running in the north–south direction: 

• Green Road lies on the line of the Roman road which led from Alchester to 
Dorchester, and probably became a drove road. In the Headington Enclosure Award 
of 1805 it was described as a carriage road and driftway forty feet wide, forming part 
of the public road leading from Stanton St John to Cowley, and branching out of the 
London Road at Toothill Butts furlong and extending south to Headington Quarry and 



then west through the Quarry, and south-west as far as Quarry Copse near the bottom 
of Shotover Hill 

• Footpath from Quarry to Barton. What is now the Barton Road once led all the 
way to Quarry (and would have been an important route for William Orchard, who 
lived in the Barton Road area, but whose pit was in Quarry). The part of this footpath 
on the Quarry side was described in the Award as ‘one other public Foot path of six 
feet branching out of the [London Road] and the junction of the same with [Barton 
Road] and extending over Allotments numbered 39 and 40’. 

This area also includes sections of two bypasses: 

• The Northern Bypass from Headington to the top of the Banbury Road roundabout 
was built as unemployment relief work in c.1935 

• The Eastern Bypass from Headington to Rose Hill was built in 1959. 

(1) The north-east end of the London Road 

This area lies within the parish of St Andrew. At the end of the nineteenth century there were 
just two houses here, immediately opposite the workhouse. One of them was George Henry 
Currill’s grocer’s shop (below), built in 1890 (now 299/301 London Road). 

 
For the people of the hamlet of Barton, this shop was appreciably nearer than those in Old 
Headington. This pair of houses became a Co-op butcher’s shop in the 1940s, and this 
survived until the 1970s. Sharp & Howse plumbers were here until 2011. 

In the 1930s George Currill and his son Henry Alfred moved their business to the present 
291/293 London Road (later a hairdresser and now the Oxford Food Centre). 

http://www.headington.org.uk/history/famous_people/orchard.htm
http://www.headington.org.uk/history/shops/currill.htm


In August 2012 Oxford’s only Sikh temple opened next door at 295–7 London Road. 

Lyndworth Mews was built behind this part of the London Road in 1972. 

(2) The south-east end of the London Road 

Under the 1805 Headington Enclosure Award this comprised most of Plot 39 (awarded to 
John Dewe) and part of Plot 40 (awarded to Henry Mayne Whorwood, Lord of the Manor of 
Headington).  

One of Headington’s secret places, the one-acre Magdalen Pit, also known as the Workhouse 
or Corporation Pit, is situated just to the west of Gladstone Road, and reached via William 
Kimber Crescent. It was worked by William Orchard in the fifteenth century for the building 
of Magdalen College. Its beds of exposed rock are about 145 million years old. It remained in 
use until 1949, and is now a Site of Special Scientific Interest.  

The Headington Union Workhouse opened on the London Road (just to the east of Wharton 
Road) in 1838. It was a massive hexagonal building, and served all 22 parishes of the 
Headington Union, which included Wheatley and all of north Oxford. In 1931 it was turned 
into a hospital known as ‘The Laurels’. 

By the end of the nineteenth century the south side of the London Road between Pitts Road 
(which then ran all the way up to the London Road) and the present Green Road roundabout 
was fully developed, with a smithy, a pub (the New Inn), and housing. 

In 1959 about 20 houses on the west side of Green Road were demolished and replaced by 
the eastern bypass, which divided the parish of Quarry into two.  

 
Green Road, Headington Quarry, c.1905 

The Headington Workhouse was demolished in the 1950s to make way for modern housing. 
This included William Kimber Crescent, which was built in 1958 along with Headington 
Nursery School. 

http://www.gurdwarasgssoxford.org.uk/
http://www.headington.org.uk/news/items/2011/magdalen_quarry.html
http://www.headington.org.uk/history/buildings/workhouse.htm


Trafford Road was laid out in the late 1960s, and Douglas Veale House (retirement 
properties) was built there in the late 1970s. 

Elms Road, which was not extended up to the London Road until the twentieth century, was 
renamed Gladstone Road in 1959, and in about 1961 Headington Community centre was built 
there. 

The Green Road roundabout, which is now often called Headington roundabout, was 
converted to Oxford’s first ‘hamburger’ in 2006. 

 

http://www.anchor.org.uk/our-properties/douglas-veale-house-oxford

