
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN AREA 11:  
New Headington village and roads to immediate east of Windmill Road 

This area comprises the housing development on each side of Windmill Road (excluding the 
shopping area to the north) and includes most of the original New Headington village. It is 
split between the three parishes of All Saints, Holy Trinity, and St Andrew’s, and lies in 
Headington Ward. 

This was all part of St Andrew’s parish until 1849, when the new Holy Trinity Church in 
Headington Quarry took in most of the area to the east; and then in 1910 the parish of All 
Saints’, Highfield took in the area to the west of Windmill Road 

Until 1852 Area 11 was part of the farmland of Old Headington (which was not bisected by 
the new London Road until the late eighteenth century). Windmill Road (formerly Windmill 
Lane) was the only feature, providing a route from both Old Headington and the Old London 
Road to the windmill that stood on the site of the present Matthew Wigglesworth House 
(formerly Windmill House) from at least the twelfth century until the 1870s  

This was the first planned development in the whole Headington area, with its straight roads 
showing that did not grow organically. In 1852 a speculative developer from Banbury bought 
from the Latimer family of Headington House an L-shaped piece of land cut off from the rest 
of their estate by the London Road and laid out a new village. This comprised a high street 
(now New High Street), and five new roads to the south of Bateman Street which became 
known as the Square. The developer called this village he had created New Headington, but 
did not build any houses, but instead sold individual plots to builders.  

Initially the take-up was slow, and so it was nearly 1870 before the new village acquired a 
beerhouse (Butcher’s Arms in Wilberforce Street, late 1860s); a chapel of ease (All Saints’ 
Mission Chapel in Perrin Street, 1870); and a school (New Headington Infant School, Perrin 
Street, 1873).  

The development of Windmill Road was slower, as the land there had a number of owners: it 
had only eight houses at the time of the 1881 census and sixteen in 1891. In 1900 Charlie 
Morris of Stoke Place purchased 11 acres to the north of Windmill Cottages, and the present 
Nos. 97 –157 Windmill Road were the result. 

In between all the new houses there were flower and fruit growers, such as John Mattock’s 
rose nursery 1873) and West’s Nursery (1893). (These were later to be seen as development 
opportunities: Norton Close was built on the latter at the end of the 1960s, and the Mattock 
Close council estate on the former in 1983.) 

The Methodist Chapel in New High Street opened in 1889. 

In 1908 the famous morris dancer William Kimber built the very first house in St Anne’s 
Road, and in  1913 Gathorne Road (then Alexandra Road) was built between 143 and 145 
Windmill Road, linking up to the developing St Anne’s Road.   



In 1910 when All Saints’ Church opened, the chapel of ease in Perrin Street closed and the 
name Highfield was used instead of New Headington. Gradually the focus of the village 
shifted to Lime Walk.  

Although this was a new village, like the rest of Headington it was served only by pumps and 
wells (and those few and far between) until about 1914. 

In 1927 Headington Conservative Club opened in Windmill Road. This is probably because 
restrictive covenants were placed on the plots in Lime Walk, forbidding the sale of alcohol.  

The Latimer family had retained some of their land to the north east of New High Street, and 
in 1878 this was sold to William Banting, who kept it as an apple orchard. This survived until 
the late 1920s, when it was sold and Kennett Road (originally called New Road) was built. 

In 1929 the whole Headington area became part of the city of Oxford, and it was not long 
before the villages of New Headington and Quarry began to merge.  

St Anne’s School, a private school for 30 children, operated in St Anne’s Road from 1935 to 
1945. 

In the 1950s Oxford finally did something about its duplicated street names, and seven roads 
in this area were renamed (Bateman Street, Gardiner Street, Gathorne Road, Kennett Road, 
Perrin Street, Piper Street, and Wilberforce Street). 

In 1983 Mattock Close, the only council housing estate in this area, was built on the site of 
John Mattock’s old rose nursery. Since that date there has only been room for infilling. 

 


