
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN AREA 10:  
Highfield 

The High Field was one of the four great fields of Headington, and most of this estate was 
built on the lands of Highfield Farm, which stretched from what is now Lime Walk to the east 
to the Boundary Brook to the west. It is in All Saints’ parish, and Headington Ward 

Highfield Farmhouse, which dates from about 1700, still stands in Highfield Avenue, and is 
the only listed building on the south side of the London Road. Highfield Farm was owned by 
the Revd J. W. A. Taylor of the Rookery (now Ruskin College), and in 1875 he decided to 
sell off 70 acres of the farmland for building purposes. The first two houses were built in 
1878: Ellerslie (later Dorset House and now demolished) to the north, and a sizeable house 
called Highfield Cottage to the south (the present 61 Old Road). In 1884 he began selling off 
plots for houses at the south end of Lime Walk, imposing very strict building regulations. 

In about 1905 the roads to the west of Lime Walk started to be laid out. Stapleton Road, 
being nearer to New Headington village, grew faster, and by 1921 it had 41 houses compared 
to only sixteen in Bickerton Road. 

All Saints Road (formerly New Road) was laid out as a short spur in the 1880s to join New 
Headington village to the new houses at the south end of Lime Walk, and was extended to 
provide easy access for the new roads to the village. In 1910 two houses in Lime Walk and 
two in New High Street were demolished to make way for the new parish church of 
All Saints, and the focus of New Headington village immediately shifted towards Lime Walk. 

A large area of land on both sides of the top end of Lime Walk was not part of Highfield 
Farm and so was developed later: it was the Britannia Field, where the coaching inn kept all 
its horses. Hence originally Lime Walk petered out to a footpath around the point where the 
Methodist Church is now. From 1900 to 1913 Headington United Football Club played on 
the Britannia Field, and it was not until c.1919 that Lime Walk was extended to the London 
Road and the top end was developed. In 1926 the Shirley Memorial Hall (taken over by the 
Exclusive Brethren in c.1980) became the central Headington meeting place, and by 1930 
Headington Telephone Exchange opened. Lime Walk Methodist Church moved from New 
High Street to Lime Walk in 1932, and the new Headington Sorting Office had moved in 
beside the telephone exchange by 1938.  

The shop on the corner of Lime Walk and All Saints’ Road was the post office and hub of the 
community from 1890 to 1947. Latterly an office, in 2014 it submitted a successful B56 
application to turn the office into housing. 

In 2005 Headington postal distribution and collection office in Lime Walk closed down. 

In 2007 Lime Walk got its third church when St Ebbe’s in Headington Church opened in the 
former Shirley Hall. 

http://www.headington.org.uk/history/listed_buildings/highfieldfarm.htm
http://www.headington.org.uk/history/famous_people/taylor.htm
http://www.headington.org.uk/history/buildings/dorsethouse.htm
http://www.headington.org.uk/history/streets/lime_walk/index.html
http://www.headington.org.uk/history/streets/bickerton_road.html
http://www.headington.org.uk/history/buildings/allsaintschurch.htm


Brookside 

The land occupied by this estate was part of Plot No. 20 in the Headington Enclosure Award 
of 1805, which was awarded to George White. It became attached to the mansion called 
Brookside (later Headington School, and now its junior department), and by 1911 Robert 
Kent Tucker, who lived with his family in that mansion, was running the Brookside Nurseries 
on the site of the present estate. 

Postcard sent on 5 August 1924 to Mrs Palin of Aylesmore Court, St Briavels, Glos,  
who wanted a Lathyrus rotundifolia (everlasting pea) added to her order. 

 

In 1930 Headington School moved into its present building on the other side of the road. It 
seems likely that they sold the nursery land attached to their old school (now their junior 
department) to help fund the new building.  

The Brookside Nurseries moved to the area now occupied by Franklin Road, and 
Brookside Avenue (later abbreviated to Brookside), an upmarket street of 13 detached 
houses, was laid out here in c.1930. Since then some extra houses have been built in their 
gardens. 

 

  

http://www.headington.org.uk/history/buildings/brookside.htm


Renumbering 
Development between existing houses results in renumbering, and Lime Walk has been 
renumbered three times. 

 

Old Road renumbering 

Old Road was drastically renumbered in the late 1940s to incorporate the council houses of 
the Gipsy Lane estate (until then on a "road" of their own called Shotover Road). 
 
The following houses in the relevant bit of Old Road were all built by 1930 (the first Kelly's 
Directory that deals with Headington sensibly, i.e. after it was taken into Oxford): 
 
Highfield Avenue to Bickerton Road: 
Nos 45, 47, 49, 51, 53, 55, 57, 59,  61  
(originally numbered 1 to 15)  
 
Bickerton Road to Stapleton Road: 
Nos 63, 65, 67, plus two more (need to go and look to work out which two these are!) 
(originally numbered/named 17, no number (St Bruno's), 19, 19A &19B) 
 
Stapleton Road to Lime Walk 
Nos. 77, 79, 81  
(originally numbered 21 (Claremont), 23 (Wytham), and 25 (Broadmead). 

The 1921 map of Headington only show 61 Old Road (Highfield Cottage) plus Nos 63, 65 
and up near Lime Walk 77, 79, 81.  Apart from Highfield Cottage, they were all newish then. 
 
The extending of the radius in which dons could live had some effect here: the following 
occupants in 1930 had at least M.A. after their name: current nos. 47, 53, 61.  No. 63 was a 
medical doctor.  Five of these houses were occupied by women. 
 

http://www.headington.org.uk/history/streets/lime_walk/numbering.html

