John Robinson (1829-1864)

By Patricia Lovell

John was born on 28 November 1829 at Peckham, Surrey, the eldest child of John James
Robinson and Rebecca Morris, and was baptme81 January 1830 at Grove Indejken
ent Church in Camberwellhere were six aldren, five of whom survived infancy.

His father, John daes Robinson, was a Goldsmith.K S D2f RaYAGKaQ [/ 2Y
given the following information about him

John James Robinson was apprenticed to his father, John, to be a silversmith
and jeweller throgh the Goldsmiths' Company in 1818e was made a
freeman on 2 July 1817 and was electedhe livery in January 1822.

From our livery lists we have John James RobinsobbaatlLeadenhall

Streetfrom 1822 until June 184Z here is a gap in the livery ligiatil April

1850 (the next extant list) when he was listed at East Hoathly, Hurst
Green,SussexHe was listed there until July 18386.July 1859 he was at Box
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Theelder John Robinson mentioned as the fathahove,was, according to his grand
daughter Sarah in her bodkLife Record, Goldsmith and Jeweller to the Honorable East
India Company and had his shop in Leadenhall Street, near East India House ani his res
dence at Peckham.

It is probably worth recordig here before moving on to the succeeding generation,
that JohnJames Robinson died on Becember 1878

The family has been found in 1841 at Prospect House, otherwise known as Heasmonds,
East Hoathly, but young John is not with thdtmappears from otkr information that it
was the practice in the family to send the children away to schbodre is a possibility
that he was school at Church Hill School, Dyke Road, in Brighton, aged dleisschool
was run by a William Butler, Clerk and Schoolmaster

The likelihood of John being at this school is the presence, in the 1851 census, of two of
his brothers, Isaac and James, at that same school.

John himseltanbe foundin 1851 at 8 Springfield Terrace Grove. Camberwelleas n
phew to Mary HooperHe was a Architect born in Peckham, Surreand $ie was born in
Lewes.

His sister Sarah wrote in hbookYarns that he worked under Gilbert Scott as an arch
tect, largely abroad, then came home in 1856.
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Johnthen married. Tie Morning Chronicle of Friday, 11 July 1856, rcaed the following
announcement:

8 July 1856 at St Nicholas, Brighton, Jahmgon of 1. Robinson to Sarah
Susanne, youngest daughter of the late Edward Gardner dsstanford
Hill and Paternoster Row.

Sarah is variously given as Susanne, Susan8asannah in other documents, apparently
not using the name Sarah.

Edward Gardner is recorded in the National Archives as being insuréee [Sun Fire
Officeon 29 May 1822.

Insured: The University of Oxford Clarendon Press Printing Office Oxford
Samuel Cdingwood Joseph Parkekdward Gardner 7 Paternoster Row
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He appears as a Member of The Bool&®llE Q t NB @A R S YaternbsyeaRow (i dzii A 2
in 1837, and died on 30 December 1850. All that is known of his wife is that she was called

Mary and that she predeceased him.

Edward left a long and very detailed Will, apportioning his fortune to his sons and

daughters By the look of it, Sarah Susanne was quite a wealthy woman in her own right.

There is every likelihood that the Robinsons @pardners knew each other at Brig
ton.

The marriage record at St Nicholas gives John Robinson, Architect, of East Hoathly and

Sarah Susanna Gardner of 9 Old Steine, Brigftba.witnesses are Isaac Robinson, who
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of 24 August 1850 carries a marriage notice for Henry Moon, Esg. MD of Lewe®+to Car

line, third daughter of Edward Gardner Esq. Of Stamford Hill and PaternosterRow!
1851 this couple lived in Lewes.
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cholas, Brighton. In 1861 Mary was the daughter of Henry Moon, Physician, living at 9 Old

Steine, Brighton with his wife Caroline and 7 childagedbetween 25 and 9 weeks!
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The inclusion of the name Hooper is interesting as it will be remembered that I8Bhn R

binson wadistedin 1851 as nephew to Mary Hoopejiven as being born in Lewes.

Circumstantig but thoughtprovoking none the less.



John and Sarah Susanne moved to Oxford for John to study to be a Minister of the
Church of England.

His entry inAlumni Oxonienses is:

Robinson, Rev. John, 1s. John James, of London, gent. Magdalen Hall,
matric. 12May, 1858, aged 28.A. 1862, M.A. 1864, died Rv., 1864.

John Robinson is listed as a Gentleman Commoner under Magdalen HallOrfohe
University Calendar for 1859.

[Note that Magdalen Hall was no longer on the Magdalen College site, but wag wher
Hertford College is now.]

Sarah Susanna is given, just as Susana, living at Park Town, St Giles, Oxford in the 1861
census with her daughter Mary aged twihe year and place of birth are correct, so even
gAOGK2dz0O W2KyQa LINBaShe®S Al Aa Fftyz2ad OSNIIA

There is a Nurse and a House Servant in the household.
Further confirmation comes from the record of Baptisms at St Qilearch, Oxford.

5 January 1859ROBINSON, Mary, daughter of John & Sarah Susannah,
Father a Gentleman commoner of Magdalen He¢sidence, Park Crescent.

The whereabouts of John in 1861 is somewhat speculative, as there is no suitable entry
for him in the 1861 census.

He appears to be John Rebuins aged 32, a Visitor at 23, Mortimer Street, Marylebone
with a family called KirbySo far, there has been no suggestion that these people are in
any way related!He is stated to be born in Peckham but there is no occupation given.

He is accompanied by a James Rebuins aged 23 born in Blackheath, a Solicitor. The
John Robinson in questidrad a younger brother, Jamésyrn in Blackheath and who was
12 when found in the 1851 census.

On the 1881 census, Rebecca Robinson, head, age 50, born in Peckham, Surey, was r
siding at Heasmonds, Lovers Walk, Brighton, with James Robinson, age d@warvand
soliator, born in Blackheath, Kent.

Rebecca was John Robinson's next one down sibling, and this also tells us that James
was a Solicitor!

Despite the rather mangled transcription by the enumerator, it would appear that the
two Robinson brotherare together in 1861.

Heasmonds was the name of the estate at East Hoathly where the Robinsons lived and
was probably fondly remembered by the familywas where they lived until John Robi
son lost money and the estate was sold, causing them to move.
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would have been 20 Decembéte was said todBA Magdalen Hall, Oxford.

He would appeard have already been appointed Curate to Headington Church as the
same publication, on 19 December 1863, carried an advertisement asking for donations
for the rebuilding of that churchThese were to be sent to Rev J Robinson, Curate, and a
list of other pasons.

The advertisement is strongly worded, the Bistiopd Y& St ¥ af | A0 &SI NJ & NJ

| rejoice to hear that the Parish of Headington is moving for theuigding of
the Parish ChurcHh.believe there is no parish in my whole diocese whéee t
work is ® urgently needed.

The Nave and South aisle appearhave been completed, but thedkth aisle e-
mained to be donelt is possible that John could not keep from using his skills as an arch
tect with this going on around him!

John was not to enjoy his chiirdor much longer, for as was given in Alsmni Oxo-
nienses entry, he died on 22 November 1864.S g2 dzf R | LJJISF NJ 42 oS |
minister, aslacksoy’ Q& h E T 2shiies ow26daieyhbef 1864

Nov. 22 at Headington, near Oxford, of samak, afteNJ I ¥Sg Rl &aQ Af
the Rev John Robinson M.A., Curate of the Parish, and eldest sof &b-J
binson, Esq., of Box Grove, Guildford, in th& g&ar of his age.
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After his ordination he was appointed to thelsacharge of Headington, near
Oxford, where, after a short career of remarkable usefulness, he died-in N
vember 1864 of smafpox,caught in visiting a sick man.

His grave is very near the main church porch, to the left (west) of the path, ancethe d
scripton in the transcription of monumental inscriptions is as follows:

Headstone facing east with a twnoch-stone still surrounding the grave.
Footstone inscribed "J. R".

Sacred
to the memory of
The Rev. John Robinson M.A.
late Curate of this Parish
born November 28 1829
died November 22 1864.
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dow. Her daughter Mary is not with heBhe may have followed the family tradition and
gone away to school as a suitable Mary is atdiggton Garden Square, Paddington as
one of five pupils.

LY mMmyym akKS Aa Fd GKS £#AO0OFNYI3ISs {i ! YRNE G
aged 22, and a family surnamed Cousiifs®e husband is eompositor and apparently ca
ried on hisown work while lis wife was aexvant to the family.There was also a four
yearold son, so Susanna must have been a fairly generous employer for hefTtime
was also another female servant.
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with two female servants.

She cannot be found in 1901 census but the death of a Sarah Susanne Robinson aged
71 was registered at Westhampnett in the June quarter of 189% combination of
names is not common and the age would give a year of birtB28, so possibly our lady.
There was no marriage for a Sarah Susanna between the years given12891
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On 20 April 1881 her daughter Mary (22) was married at $tR NSEEBu€zh, Headin
ton to William Jame Herman Newman (25), who was the son of William Newman, a Clerk
in Holy OrdersMary is described as the daughter of John Robinson, who of course was
also a Clerk in Holy Orders. The witnesses were James Robinsonteard3asdner.

In the 1891 census William Newmanswiicar of Steeple Barton in Oxfordshire, is aged
35 and was born in Surbiton, Surrdye and Mary have in the household, as cousin, a
John Charles Reynolds Robinson.

In 1901 there is good and bad neWw$iegood newsds that William Herman Newman is
a Clerk in Holy Orders at the Vicarage, East Dean in Sussex, , where Sarah Basanne
buried on 26 June 189%o0shewas probablyliving with her sorn-law and daughter at
the time of her death.The bad news ithat William is awidower. The death of a Mary
Newman was rgistered at Westhampnett in the December quarter of 1900, she was 41

Unless the family tradition of sending children to school was followed, there appear to
be none.

In 1911 William is still &he Vicarage in East Dean and has remarriéid.wife, Louisa
Jane, is a local womaithe census record shows that they had been married one year.
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There is a marriage for William JantédNewman registered at Docking in the Septe
ber quarter of 1909 to Louisa Jane Switzer.

Louisa J Switzer had been Housekeeper at the Vicarage in @806king registration
district is in Norfolk.Did they run away for a quiet wedding, possibly conductedaby
friend or relative of the bridegroom?

Ly mMdnam 2 Aff Al Wada ThedwaByBiadentiut it wakIpridtoadypnot he
who performed the ceremony as in 1911 he was at the Vicarage of Wykeham, Yorkshire.
Not impossible, though, if he had been inriédk prior to this.

This is the Robinson family as far as it can be traced $ynemethods.

* k k k%



| think that all relevant references have been given in the text, except to mention that
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Alexandria and was a tireless worker for the care and well being of soldiers.

Many of them had nowhere to go when not in Barracks, or when they came to ports
such as Portsmouth on troopshipshey often had considerable amasnof money to
spare and were easy prey for the beer shops and brothels which abounded in Portsmouth
at the time.

Having worked in a similar establishment in Aldershot, Sarah bought premises in
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ship, quiet, reading and writing materials, clean beds and wholesome food at low prices.

This did not make Sarah popular with the people of Portsmo@hé November
she was burned in effigy on Southsea Common!

She also set up @offee Shed at the docks to care for the soldiers disembarking, and
provided places for their families if they had come to Portsmouth to meet thé&tarm
clothing was often supplied to women and children who had come home with the troops
as they had ofterteft India in warm weather only to reach England in the cold.
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morally uplifting lectures and Bible readings.

Sarah spent much of her own fortune in this work, travellihgusands of miles, even
to Scotland, to speak to groups in order to raise fyndspite of the fact that she was in
constant pain with a curvature of the spine for which she wore a special stesgtco

She was born in 1834 in Peckham and died in a heapecially adapted for her dis
bility in Burley in the New Forest in 1921.

She was cremated at Woking Crematorium and her remains were interred ak-Broo
wood Cemetery together with those of her brother, James, who predeceased her by a few
months.

She wrotenumerous pamphlets which were distributed in large numbers to sefvic
men and their families, and at least three books, two of which have been mentioned
above.These three have been studied at Portsmouth Central Library

Yarns, 1892.No publisher, but my quoy says that it was printed at the Gra
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tute.

Life Record, Nisbet 1898
My Book, Partridge, 1914

There is arODNB entry for Sarah, compiled by Sue Morgan, latest version 2007, though
Ms Morgan may be adding more detail later!



