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Headington Committee for Development Action 
Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 31st October 2007 at 19.00

Boardroom, Oxford Brookes University, Gypsy Lane 
 

 
 
 
Members Present 
 
Heather Armitage (Headington & District Allotment Association) 
James Bloice Smith (Churches representative for Headington) – HCDA Chair 
Angela Cristofoli  (Oxford City Council officer) 
Marion Fiddes (Oxford Radcliffe Hospitals Trust) 
Mary Hope (New Headington Residents’ Association)  
Janet Isaac (U3A) 
Stephanie Jenkins (website) 
Tony Joyce (Oxford Civic Society) 
Marie Vickers (Friends of Quarry) 
Stella Welford (Friends of Old Headington) – Secretary 
 
 
 
          Action 
1. Apologies received from Charles Young, David Rundle and 

Audrey Mullender. 
 

 

2. Minutes of the previous meeting  
These were passed as a correct record with the following 
amendments: 

• Minute 3 Play areas – the first sentence should read 
“AC confirmed that no parks were to be closed, 
however funding needed to be found to refurbish or 
add new equipment” 

• Minute 5 Classification of Headington Shops – the 
fourth sentence should say 65% of A1 shops but the 
meeting also asked if DR could write a paragraph 
summarising the topic. 

 

 
 
 
 

MF 
 
 
 

DR 
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3. Matters arising from minutes 
• Classification of Headington Shops – the City 

Planners were undertaking a review and AC and DR 
would be meeting them the following week. 

 
• Fun Day and Christmas Lights – the road closure for 

the Fun Day would be on 9th December. Traders would 
be allowed stalls up to the line of shops along the 
London Road. A special Farmers’ Market had been 
proposed but CY was concerned about its effect on 
the ongoing monthly occasion.  (Action: AC would 
check that the installation of lights was in hand.) 

 
• Membership – SJ’s substantive membership was being 

explored. The new constitution had now been ratified 
and therefore the group would begin to implement 
associate membership for those not able to attend 
more than five out of ten meetings per year. Andrea 
had replaced Tim Field from Oxford Brookes. 
Rosemary Rycroft had now moved and so another 
representative for Marston Churches would need to 
be found. Elaine Bardwell had replaced Rosemary and 
it was agreed to write asking for a representative for 
this and also the Cooperative Society. (Action MF or 
JB-S).  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JB-S/MF 
 

4. Community-led planning. 
The meeting had agreed to ask that the shops assessment be 
carried out by an academic institution – ie Brookes or Ruskin. 
The latter had agreed providing it fitted with the academic 
need. It was agreed that the survey should be both 
consultative and educative. The number of shops that were 
closing in Headington (recently, 5) and the Cowley Centre was 
significant. 
 
MF thought a link with the Strategic Planning Team who were 
coordinating the Local Development Framework, would also be 
useful and Matt Bates had offered to attend an HCDA 
meeting. A link with the Economic Development Team would 
also help. 
(Action: AC to discuss with both teams) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AC 
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5. OX3 Guide 

JB-S tabled notes from the sub-group meeting held on 18th 
October. Main points to note: 

• The total cost of the 2006 edition was £8,419 
• A schedule of increased advert prices was proposed 
• Clear and contrasting print for easy reading 
• No date should be prominent  
• Prominent adverts (viz back page etc.) needed 

particular vetting for appropriateness  
 

SJ had pasted-up revised pages for members to check and 
each took 2/3 pages. These should be emailed or scanned back 
to SJ or handed in at the next meeting. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All 

6. Farmers’ Market update (see CY’s email reporting on the 
event – 8 October) 
The first two markets had been a tremendous success, 
receiving several commendations, and the meeting wished to 
thanks Charles enormously.  
 

 

7. Headington Festival   
The date was to be either 1st or 8th June 2008 – confirmation 
at the next meeting. It was noted that the latter date 
conflicted with the Old Headington Open Gardens. The usual 
contribution from the Parks Department would be confirmed. 
(Action : MH to check) 

 
 
 
 
 

MH 
 

8. Treasurer’s Report  (see CY’s email reporting on the event – 
8 October) 
CY had reported a £2,943 bank balance which included £450 
stallholder income since the last report. 
 

 

9. Any Other Business 
• The AGM would be held in November and it was noted 

that 21 days notice would be needed to advertise. 
(Action JI to put notice on Notice Board) 

 
• It was noted with pleasure that the Bury Knowle Tree 

project had won an environmental award and 
photographs of MH receiving the award were on the 
Oxford Preservation Trust website and the tree was 
pictured in the awards booklet (circulated). 

 
• Traffic Lights at the London Road/Windmill Road 

intersection – it was noted that the new layout was 
proving quite dangerous and perhaps needed more 
signage.    (Action: AC agreed to check with the 
County Council). 

 
 

JI 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AC 
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• Cycle lane confusion with the footpath outside the 

London Road garage was noted and thought to be quite 
dangerous. 

 
• TJ mentioned the “Pick-up Litter” Day on 15 March 

2008 where 2-hour stints of collection would be 
organised – agenda item next month. 

 
• The visit to Milton Keynes recycling unit was reported. 

 
• St Ebbes, Lime Walk – the official opening would take 

place in two weeks. 
 

• Parking permits for households – this would be 
discussed at the next meeting and AC would like to  
know of any issues where members are uncertain of 
changing rules. Richard Kingsnott would be invited to 
the HCDA next year. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

MF 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All/MF 

10. Date of Next Meeting:   28th November 2007 at 7.00pm  
(Confirmed to be held in Oxford Brookes Boardroom) 
 

 

 


